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The Great Fish Community Challenge is a charitable giving cam-
paign designed to maximize your donations to local nonprofits 
by adding a percentage match to your gift. In just three years, the 
Great Fish Community Challenge raised over $4.5 million for Flat-
head Valley nonprofits.

HOW DOES THE CHALLENGE WORK?
You choose the nonprofits that you would like to support with a contribution to any 
of the 50 participating charities. Make your gift using our official donation form and 
submit it with your check made out to the Whitefish Community Foundation, or  
make your donation online at  whitefishcommunityfoundation.org. The Whitefish 
Community Foundation processes your gift, mails you a tax receipt, and passes along 
100% of your contribution to the organizations you choose.

WHY GIVE THROUGH  
THE GREAT FISH COMMUNITY CHALLENGE?
By giving through the Great Fish Community Challenge, you not only help fund 
the important work of our nonprofit community, you also inspire others to take  
action and give to make our community a better place to live, work, and play!

HOW DOES THE MATCH WORK?
The Whitefish Community Foundation will begin the Challenge with $200,000 in the 
match fund. The Community Foundation will continue to grow the match fund by 
asking donors like you to also give to the match. When you give to the match, you are  
giving to all 50 participating nonprofits.

At the end of the Challenge, the percentage match will be applied to the first 
$20,000 raised by each nonprofit

2018 PARTICIPATING NONPROFITS It’s easy and fun to GIVE through the Great Fish Community Challenge.  
Plus, a percentage match allows your gift to make an even greater 

 impact on your community!

WHAT IS THE
GREAT FISH COMMUNITY CHALLENGE? 
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2017 GREAT FISH COLOR RUN 
Join us September 8th for the 2018 Great Fish Challenge Color Run and Community Celebration! 

ABBIE SHELTER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  To create a concealed parking area at the Abbie Shelter, increasing security and confidentiality for victims of 
domestic violence who are seeking safety, secrecy, and protection at the shelter. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will be used to sustain direct services for the courageous victims and survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence in our community.

MISSION:  To promote safety, independence, and empowerment to survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

ALPINE THEATRE PROJECT
USE OF FUNDS:  To provide access to world-class professional theatre featuring Broadway actors, and offer local youth the opportunity to 
participate in high-quality educational theatre programs.      

MISSION:  To imagine without boundaries, to create vibrant professional entertainment and transformative arts education, to inspire the 
audience, artists, and next generation.

BACKPACK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
USE OF FUNDS:  Backpack Assistance Program provides healthy food bags for needy children in the Whitefish School District to take home 
every weekend and during school holidays. Funds will also be used to stock the middle school pantry with snacks and lunch items kids can help 
themselves to.

MISSION:  Our goal is to nourish Whitefish children in need on weekends and mandatory school closure days during the school year.  

 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF FLATHEAD COUNTY
USE OF FUNDS:  Funds raised will support and expand the youth mentoring program in the greater Whitefish area, matching volunteer, adult 
mentors with children facing adversity.    

MISSION:  To provide children facing adversity with strong and enduring, professionally supported 1 to 1 relationships that change their 
lives for the better, forever.

BOB MARSHALL WILDERNESS FOUNDATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  BMWF coordinates and leads volunteer service projects and internship opportunities that preserve recreational 
opportunities, fish, and wildlife within the Bob Marshall Wilderness. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will ensure the protection and care of the Bob Marshall Wilderness through invest-
ment in the BMWF Endowment Fund held at the Whitefish Community Foundation.

MISSION:  The BMWF connects Americans with their wilderness heritage by providing access to and stewardship of one of the world’s most 
spectacular places —Montana’s Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex.  

CASA FOR KIDS
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Every foster child needs a guardian ad litem (GAL) to assure the child’s best interest is served. Funds will be used 
to provide CASA/GAL Child Advocacy to Flathead’s foster children; to include monitoring the child’s well-being and placement, and making 
recommendations to the court regarding the child’s best interest.

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will be used to support the Child Advocacy Legal Fund, created to retain an attorney to 
assist advocates through complex court cases.

MISSION:  We advocate for abused and neglected children.

For more information or to donate online visit: whitefishcommunityfoundation.org



CENTER FOR RESTORATIVE YOUTH JUSTICE
USE OF FUNDS:  CRYJ’s programs increase community safety by providing justice system diversion, breaking cycles of harm, and improv-
ing opportunities for youth who are currently, or are at risk of, becoming involved with the justice system. Funds will be used to provide 
innovative accountability and empowerment workshops for Flathead Valley youth that help develop job and life skills, foster community 
connections, and promote healthy decision-making.

MISSION: To create opportunities for reflection, connection, and empowerment for youth, victims, and families in the Flathead Valley.  

CF-WF HIGH SCHOOL SWIM TEAMS
USE OF FUNDS:  The Whitefish High School and Columbia Falls High School Swim Teams work together to build and sustain a pro-
gram that is 100% self-funded. Raised funds will be dedicated to pay for coaching, equipment, travel expenses, pool time, and team 
suits and caps for the 2018–19 swim season.

MISSION: To provide financial support for and encouragement of all efforts and activities of the Columbia Falls and Whitefish High School 
Swim Teams. 

CHILD BRIDGE
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will be used to recruit and equip foster and adoptive families for local child victims of trauma, abuse,  
and neglect. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will provide for the immediate needs of the foster children that Child Bridge 
families take in, often on a moment’s notice.

MISSION:  Child Bridge finds and equips foster and adoptive families to care for Montana’s children who are victims of abuse and neglect.

DREAM ADAPTIVE RECREATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  The Winter Sports Program provides alpine ski lessons to individuals of all ages with disabilities at White-
fish Mountain Resort. These lessons include K–12 school-age children, and destination and local skiers with disabilities. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds not used to provide lessons will support the Backcountry Powder Camp for elite disabled ath-
letes, and the Dream Adaptive Instructor Training Fund, which enables volunteers to become certified in adaptive teaching.

MISSION:  To enhance the quality of life of individuals with disabilities by providing year-round outdoor adaptive recreational op-
portunities.  

FARM HANDS–NOURISH THE FLATHEAD
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Farm Hands is interested in ecologically-sound, socially just, and economically viable ways of growing food 
and making it accessible to everyone. Funds will be used to supply fresh fruit and vegetables to the Columbia Falls Backpack Program. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will support the infrastructure for Food for All and educational programs for seniors, 
families, and youth, to further educate and increase access to local food in the Flathead Valley.

MISSION:  To support all people of our community in experiencing local and homegrown food. We strive to connect our community to 
local food through production, education, and access. 

FLATHEAD CANCER AID SERVICES
USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will be used to benefit eligible cancer patients in Flathead County, adults and children, during their treat-
ment. Financial aid will include covering the costs of non-medical expenses such as food, supplements, housing, and utilities.   

MISSION:  To minimize the financial burden that is directly attributed to the individual’s diagnosis of cancer by providing funds to pay for 
those non-medical expenses of everyday life.

FLATHEAD FOOD BANK
USE OF FUNDS:  Flathead Food Bank encourages all families to share meals together. Funds raised will help achieve this goal 
through purchase of staple cooking items that are often expensive, or are rarely donated or rescued from stores.  

MISSION:  To provide emergency food, basic clothing, and household goods to members of our community in need of temporary  
assistance.

FLATHEAD LAND TRUST
USE OF FUNDS:  Flathead Land Trust is dedicated to protecting Northwest Montana’s land and water legacy through community-based 
conservation. Funds will support permanent conservation of scenic open lands, vital bird and wildlife habitat, protect water quality, and 
enhance the recreational opportunities for Whitefish and communities throughout the Flathead Valley.

MISSION:  The Flathead Land Trust is dedicated to protecting northwest Montana’s spectacular land and water legacy through community-
based conservation.  Our commitment is to ensure generations to come will have the same opportunities we have to live, work, and enjoy 
this rich landscape.

FLATHEAD RAPIDS YOUTH SOCCER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Flathead Rapids is dedicated to offering youth soccer programs of the highest quality that are accessible to ev-
eryone. Funds will be used to ensure registration fees remain as low as possible, and that children from families needing financial assistance 
have access to these programs. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will be used to construct a storage building at Smith Fields.

MISSION:  To provide our local communities with high-quality soccer programs that focus on player development as well as personal 
growth. Our full circle philosophy will cultivate and sustain a thriving soccer community and offer soccer opportunities for all ages. 

FLATHEAD SHELTER FRIENDS
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will be used to hire a volunteer coordinator to assist animal shelter staff to recruit, train, support, manage, 
schedule, and develop volunteers. The coordinator will prepare materials, track statistics, and improve and expand the volunteer program, 
which is crucial for shelter operation. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  To continue funding the $250 veterinary care voucher program for adopters of senior pets. 

MISSION:  Flathead Shelter Friends is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to raising funds to support the FCAS in its efforts to find  
loving homes for EVERY adoptable dog and cat. Our mission is to increase pet adoption, to improve the quality of life for shelter animals, 
and to promote responsible pet ownership.

FLATHEAD VALLEY SKI EDUCATION FOUNDATION
USE OF FUNDS:  Flathead Valley Ski Education Foundation will use Great Fish Community Challenge funding to support youth develop-
ment skiing programs.  

MISSION:  FVSEF is a valley-wide nonprofit community-based youth organization dedicated to the promotion of athletic, academic, and 
personal excellence through educational and competitive programs in skiing and ski racing. FVSEF participants become better athletes, 
better students, and better citizens…For Life!

FLATHEAD YOUTH HOME
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS: To develop healthy, supportive relationships between youth and staff through one-on-one primary time, 
access to educational resources, and core materials for Life Skills Group. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will be designated to the Special Needs Fund, which provides for the unmet 
needs of youth in our care. Special needs covers expenses for activities, equipment, and personal items not covered by other resources.

MISSION: To help every youth feel safe, have a sense of belonging, and find a place to call home.

FRIENDS OF THE FLATHEAD AVALANCHE CENTER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funding will offer educational classes, advisories, and workshops on winter safety, including beginning to 
advanced avalanche education.  Courses would be offered to elementary, high school, college, and adult learners. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will be used to purchase a portable wireless beacon training park to be used in 
schools, workshops, and community programs.

MISSION:  To financially support the Flathead Avalanche Center and save lives through avalanche education.

FVCC FOUNDATION
USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will build a College Center to include a performance/lecture hall/home of the Glacier Symphony, a multi-purpose 
activity complex, a reception hall/exhibit gallery, and an outdoor amphitheater on the FVCC campus to benefit students and the North-
west Montana community.

MISSION:  The mission of the Foundation at Flathead Valley Community College is to support scholarships, academic programs, and  
learning facilities.
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GLACIER INSTITUTE
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Big Creek Discovery School is a hands-on, field based outdoor education program designed for K–12th grade 
students. Funds raised will support immersion learning programs running from April to early June and September to mid-October. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Glacier in Focus connects underserved youth with the natural and cultural resources of Glacier National 
Park through on-trail education, scientific inquiry, and photography.

MISSION:  The Glacier Institute’s mission is to serve adults and children as an outdoor education leader with Glacier National Park 
and National Forest as its classroom.

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK CONSERVANCY
USE OF FUNDS:  Funds raised will expand the early season hiker/biker shuttle service in Glacier National Park from Apgar and Lake 
McDonald Lodge to Avalanche.  This service significantly reduces early season parking congestion at Avalanche, allowing locals and 
visitors improved early season access to the Going-to-the-Sun Road for hiking and biking.    

MISSION:  We are the official fundraiser of Glacier National Park. With your support, we provide funding for vital projects and programs 
that preserve and protect the park.

GLACIER NORDIC CLUB
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Glacier Nordic will purchase grooming equipment and improve infrastructure to support the new Pisten 
Bully groomer for the Big Mountain Nordic Trails. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will be used to offset grooming costs for the Big Mountain Nordic Trails.

MISSION:  To promote and inspire a life-long love of cross country skiing.

GLACIER SYMPHONY AND CHORALE
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will directly support classical music performances at the Whitefish Performing Arts Center and the 
O’Shaughnessy Center in Whitefish during the fall season, and during Festival Amadeus. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will be used to expand “Wild About Music,” an outreach program designed to expose 
underserved youth in our community to world-class classical music.

MISSION:  To provide a broad range of excellent classical music experiences in Northwest Montana that inspire, challenge, and educate our 
audience, musicians, and students.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF FLATHEAD VALLEY
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Habitat for Humanity works to eliminate substandard housing through constructing safe, affordable, energy 
efficient homes for deserving families. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funding raised will establish “A Brush With Kindness,” a program designed to help qualified  
seniors age in their home and qualified homeowners confront barriers to keeping up with basic home repairs.

MISSION:  Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build homes, communities, and hope.

HUMANE SOCIETY OF NORTHWEST MONTANA
USE OF FUNDS:  Great Fish Community Challenge funds will support the primary adoption program, designed to provide a caring envi-
ronment while delivering life-saving critical animal care to homeless pets, including newborn litters, so that they are healthy, vaccinated, 
microchipped, and unable to reproduce when adopted.

MISSION: The Humane Society of Northwest Montana provides  a caring & safe environment for dogs and cats until they can be united with 
a forever home.

INTERMOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S SERVICES
USE OF FUNDS: For many Whitefish residents, travel to another community is difficult and presents a significant barrier to accessing care.  
Intermountain seeks to improve access to therapeutic and outpatient care for Whitefish residents, particularly disadvantaged residents, by 
opening a Whitefish Clinic in 2018, and providing day treatment in Whitefish public schools.  

MISSION:  Our mission is Healing through Healthy Relationships.

NATE CHUTE FOUNDATION
USE OF FUNDS:  Nate Chute Foundation will use funds to support program offerings in Suicide Awareness and Prevention Training and 
Suicide Prevention Counseling. In addition, School and Community Support is focused on working with schools across the Flathead Valley 
to ensure comprehensive suicide prevention awareness and education exists in our schools and community.

MISSION:  The Nate Chute Foundation is dedicated to suicide prevention among young people in Western Montana.
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NORTH VALLEY HOSPITAL FOUNDATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will provide clinical staff with specialized, realistic, team-based clinical simulation training, providing the 
knowledge, confidence, and tools necessary to improve patient care. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will support a Planetree Technology upgrade and Quiet at Night improvements, 
upgrading bedside technology (wireless headphones, improved TVs, Ipads), as well as structural changes to rooms to improve quietness 
and comfort for medical/surgical patients.

MISSION:  To inspire a culture of giving that assures the transition of excellent healthcare for the community and its heirs.

NORTH VALLEY MUSIC SCHOOL 
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  NVMS is seeking program funding to provide musical enrichment to the community through programs, camps, 
private instruction, events including FREE programs such as Glee Club, Acoustic Jam Night, Faculty Concert, and the Instrument Petting Zoo. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funding raised beyond program support will be allocated to scholarships and the NVMS Endowment Fund, 
held at the Whitefish Community Foundation.

MISSION:  To enrich our community through music education, appreciation, and performance.

NORTH WEST MT VETERANS STAND DOWN
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  The Veterans Stand Down building and warehouse require a complete retrofit of existing lighting to comply with 
current electrical codes. This improvement, along with the replacement of outdated equipment will decrease fire hazards and energy require-
ments, allowing the Stand Down to expand programs and improve service to our veterans. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds raised will be used to repair the facility roof.

MISSION:  North West Montana Veterans Stand Down & Food Pantry is dedicated to extending a helping hand to homeless, low-income, 
and at-risk veterans and their families. 

PROJECT WHITEFISH KIDS
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds will be used to improve turf and infield quality on all 17 fields at the Smith Fields Sports  
Complex, thereby providing local youth athletes with even, high-quality, safe playing surfaces. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  The PWK Playground Project is underway, and the old play structure was demolished in 2017.  
Additional funds will be allocated to installation of the new play structures. 

MISSION:  To provide a safe haven and aesthetically pleasing youth sports complex for the families of Whitefish and the greater Flathead Valley.   

RAVENWOOD OUTDOOR LEARNING CENTER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Great Fish Challenge funds will support more than 400 local children to attend Ravenwood’s popular 
Camp Corvid nature connection mentoring program for schools in late 2018 and throughout 2019. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will support general operations of Ravenwood Outdoor Learning Center.

MISSION:   To connect people with nature, community, and self by mentoring life skills and personal development for the health of people 
and the planet.

 

SAMARITAN HOUSE
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Samaritan House will provide a case management program for the residents in the homeless shelter. Case man-
agers will assist clients with housing and employment opportunities, including aid with referrals and applications for additional resources. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  The shelter requires assistance with the purchase of toiletries, paper products, shelter supplies, and 
utilities for the ongoing operation of the homeless shelter.

MISSION:  To provide for the basic needs of homeless people while encouraging self-respect and human dignity. Samaritan House 
also encourages their efforts to find employment and housing. 

SHEPHERD’S HAND FREE CLINIC
USE OF FUNDS:  Shepherd’s Hand provides free medical and/or dental care to eligible North Valley residents during a weekly evening 
clinic. Funds raised provide direct program support including clinic operations, medical/dental supplies, and patient prescriptions.

MISSION:  Shepherd’s Hand is a place of HOPE that BUILDS COMMUNITY and CHANGES LIVES.



SPARROW’S NEST OF NW MT
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds raised will support the Sparrow’s Nest home in Whitefish, housing unaccompanied homeless high 
school students. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: Additional funds will be used to improve the Sparrow’s Nest home in Kalispell, which will also serve 
additional homeless high school students as a day-care center.

MISSION:  Sparrow’s Nest of Northwest Montana is dedicated to ensuring safe, supportive housing for unaccompanied high school stu-
dents facing homelessness in Flathead County. Our goal is to enable these students to graduate from high school and become productive, 
contributing members of our community

STUMPTOWN ART STUDIO
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Stumptown Art Studio will use funds raised for special project development and execution, subsidized 
education programs, operating expenses related to staff education, building and equipment upgrades, and classroom materials and 
improvements. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: Additional monies raised will build the Endowment Fund held at the Whitefish Community Foundation. 

MISSION:  To provide a place where children and adults may come to express their inherent creative nature; to learn about the world of art 
and its capacity to make the individual whole, enriching the community and beyond.

TAMARACK GRIEF RESOURCE CENTER
USE OF FUNDS:  Tamarack Grief Resource Center will use raised funds to expand grief support and education for youth and adults in the 
Flathead Valley, focusing on community workshops, school-based activities, and support of financially disadvantaged community members.

MISSION:  Tamarack Grief Resource Center strengthens and honors individuals, families, and communities throughout their journey  
with grief.

THE WAVE AQUATIC AND FITNESS CENTER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Learning to swim is important. The Wave’s “School to Pool” program offers free swim lessons to school 
aged kids from across the valley, providing over 4,200 students since The Wave’s opening with a life-saving skill, and improving physi-
cal health and strength. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: The Wave’s Scholarship Program gives those who live and work in the valley the opportunity to access 
the facility despite ability to pay.  

MISSION: The Wave is dedicated to the health and well-being of the community.  Through a public/private partnership, the community is 
provided with an exceptional facility that will maintain affordability and not be a financial burden to taxpayers.

WAG-WHITEFISH ANIMAL GROUP
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS: Whitefish Animal Group will replace the primary dog entrance to the park with two separate ADA 
compliant access points, one designated for entry and one for exit, thereby improving safety and minimizing congestion for all 
owners and their pets. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: To ensure the long-term viability of the Whitefish dog park through a well-funded endowment at 
Whitefish Community Foundation.

MISSION: To promote responsible dog ownership and to establish a safe, legal, fenced, off-leash dog park for Whitefish.

WHITEFISH COMMUNITY CENTER
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funds raised will maintain and expand community outreach through activities, programs, events, and 
day tours; as well as support operating costs of the Community Center. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: Additional funds will replace a bookshelf/room divider, to visually improve the Center, and meet 
current storage needs.

MISSION:  The Whitefish Community Center is dedicated to serving the senior population and the community as a whole by providing 
health, educational, and social enrichment activities.

WHITEFISH FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Whitefish Firefighters Association supports the Whitefish Fire Department by purchasing protective 
gear for the firefighters, as well as EMS and rescue equipment used to serve the community. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS: Additional funds will support a wellness program for firefighters and EMS personnel, including 
instructor based training, physical training equipment, and physical therapy to prevent work-related injury.  

MISSION:  To support the Whitefish Fire Department, whose mission is “dedicated professionals committed to protecting the lives and 
property of our community through education, fire code compliance, and emergency incident response. “

WHITEFISH LAKE INSTITUTE 
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  To protect the human, economic, and environmental health of Whitefish Lake from aquatic invasive  
species. Funds will be used to provide operating support for the new Aquatic Invasive Species Decontamination Unit. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Planning, managing, and completing the collaborative Cow Creek Restoration Project.   

MISSION:  Founded in 2005, the Whitefish Lake Institute is committed to science, education, and community stewardship to protect 
and improve Whitefish Lake and Whitefish area water resources today, while providing a collective vision for tomorrow.

WHITEFISH LEGACY PARTNERS
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Support ongoing programs to Close the Loop of the Whitefish Trail, permanently protect 480 acres  
surrounding Smith Lake, and expand 2018 outdoor education and volunteer programs. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Planning and design efforts to determine the priority trail corridor and secure easement options to 
Close the Loop.

MISSION:  Whitefish Legacy Partners is a nonprofit organization whose community-minded vision ensures conservation, recreation 
and education on the lands around Whitefish for future generations.

WHITEFISH REVIEW
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Whitefish Review will publish the biannual journal, both in print and electronic forms. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Offer two literary events featuring well-known authors, and young, first time writers from the White-
fish community.

MISSION:  Whitefish Review features the literature, art, and photography of mountain culture. We believe the arts are vital for a 
healthy society and can help create a more sustainable future for wild places. 

WHITEFISH ROTARY CHARITABLE FUND
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  The Magic of Christmas program provides Christmas gifts and Christmas dinner supplies to over 80 fami-
lies and 240 children who are in need in the Whitefish area.

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Support scholarships and projects, in collaboration with local nonprofit organizations.

MISSION:  To provide services and funds to benefit primarily the Whitefish Community, but also participate in National and Int’l Projects.

WHITEFISH SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Promote student literacy through the Writing Coaches program in WHS & WMS, and develop a program in 
partnership with the Community Library to facilitate early childhood literacy.

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Maker Spaces Carts and supplies will be provided to kindergarten through eighth grade, and teachers 
will receive Maker Spaces STEM training.

MISSION:  To enhance the quality and scope of educational opportunities for all students of the Whitefish Public Schools. 

WHITEFISH SPORTS FACILITY FOUNDATION
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Funding will be used to support development of nonprofit youth ice sports programs. 

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Additional funds will be used to improve and modernize the Stumptown Ice Den.

MISSION:  To promote healthy lifestyles and physical fitness by operating, improving, and maintaining an ice rink facility for youth 
activities and public benefit for the City of Whitefish.

WHITEFISH THEATRE COMPANY
PRIMARY USE OF FUNDS:  Present quality theatre, music, and special events to engage our community in the arts and live performan-
ces, as well as offer an outlet for community members to actively participate in live theatre.  

SECONDARY USE OF FUNDS:  Support free theatre, music and special event outreach performances, and provide reduced-price tickets 
for students, seniors, and other underserved populations.

MISSION:  To initiate, develop and nurture the diverse passions of the community through the production and presentation of out-
standing performing arts programs and projects.

WHITEFISH VETERANS SUPPORT TEAM
USE OF FUNDS:  Host 12 or more injured local, state, and/or nationwide veterans and active duty personnel and their spouses at our 
2019 winter and summer retreats.

MISSION:  To empower injured veterans, caregivers, and their families by providing opportunities to build meaningful relationships 
and engage them in physical and emotionally challenging activities to advance their healing.



BE A GREAT FISH CHALLENGER!
Challengers are donors that give to the Match Fund and are the back-
bone of the Great Fish Community Challenge. Challengers are a critical 
component of the success of the Great Fish Challenge and inspire all 
of us to give. The Great Fish Challenge, after just three years running, 
has proven to be an efficient and essential fundraising program that is 
really making an impact on our nonprofits.

When you make a gift to the Match Fund, you are 
giving to all 50 nonprofits participating in the Great 
Fish Community Challenge.
Your gift of any amount will help the Whitefish Community Foundation 
match each gift that is made through the Great Fish Community Challenge. 

Supporting your favorite nonprofits through 
the Great Fish Community Challenge is 
easy. Make a designated gift to any of the 
listed nonprofits in this brochure and the 
Great Fish Match Fund will increase the 
impact of every dollar you give with a per-
centage match. For more information on 
the nonprofits and their use of funds, visit  
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org.

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS TO GIVE:
1. You can make a gift and benefit all 50 partici-

pating nonprofits by giving to the Great Fish 
Match Fund—select the circle at the top of 
this form.

2. You can give to several charities at once by 
filling out this Donor Form. Select each of 
the non profits you are designating a gift for 
by filling in the circle next to their name and 
then enter the amount of the gift you are  
designating on the line by each organization’s 
name. Total up all your contributions and  
enter it on the Donor Form register. Write  
one check payable to Whitefish Community 
Foundation. 

3. You can do nate online at whitefishcommu-
nityfoundation.org and select the Great Fish 
Community Challenge tab.

4. You can donate using the required minimum  
distribution from your IRA.

5. You can donate with a gift of stock—please  
contact the Whitefish Com munity Founda-
tion at 406-863-1781.

6. Gifts are accepted from July 26–Sept. 14. 
The Challenge ends at 5pm on Sept. 14.

n The Whitefish Community Foundation processes 
your gift, mails you a tax receipt, and passes along 
100% of your contribution to the organizations 
you choose.

n Donations made by credit card are subject to a 2.7% 
credit card processing fee.  

n All donations are subject to the Whitefish Commu-
nity Foundation’s variance power (definition at  
greatfishchallenge.whitefishcommunityfoundation.
org/donations/ways-to-donate/).

n To ensure your gift is fully tax deductible, you may 
not receive any goods/services in return for your 
contribution. 

n Whitefish Community Foundation is a 501(c)(3)  
nonprofit organization, Tax ID #81-0533002

NAME ____________________________________________ ADDRESS _______________________________________________

CITY ______________________________________________STATE ______________________ ZIP ________________________

PHONE ____________________________________________EMAIL _________________________________________________
Make one check payable to  
and provide completed form to:
Whitefish Community Foundation
P.O. Box 1060
214 West Second St, Ste.1
Whitefish, Montana 59937
(406) 863-1781

GRAND TOTAL: $

DONOR FORM

 2018 PARTICIPATING
NONPROFITS

DONATION TOTAL:
n Total all gifts entered for your designated nonprofits in  
    the box to the right.
n If you want to give to all 50 participating nonprofits 
    enter a gift on the GREAT FISH MATCH FUND line.
n You can also donate online: whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

o  I wish to remain anonymous

o  I do not wish to receive a thank you from the  
      nonprofits designated.

To donate you can send a check to P.O. Box 1060, Whitefish, MT 59937; 
Donate online at whitefishcommunityfoundation.org; or contact the 
Whitefish Community Foundation office at 863-1781 to make a gift 
of appreciated securities.

The 2018 Match Fund will start at $200,000.

September 8th: A Community Celebration  
and Color Run
The Challenge culminates with a community celebration featuring 
interactive booths from all participating nonprofits, along with the 
Great Fish 5K Color Run on September 8 in Depot Park, downtown 
Whitefish. Visit whitefishcommunityfoundation.org to register to 
walk or run, and to support the celebration.

GREAT FISH MATCH FUND 
(all 50 nonprofits)

Abbie Shelter

Alpine Theatre Project

Backpack Assistance Program

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Flathead Cty

Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation

CASA for Kids

Center for Restorative Youth Justice

CF-WF High School Swim Teams

Child Bridge

DREAM Adaptive Recreation

Farm Hands–Nourish the Flathead

Flathead Cancer Aid Services

Flathead Food Bank

Flathead Land Trust

Flathead Rapids Youth Soccer

Flathead Shelter Friends

Flathead Valley Ski Education Fndn

Flathead Youth Home

Friends of the Flathead Avalanche Cntr

FVCC Foundation 

Glacier Institute

Glacier National Park Conservancy

Glacier Nordic Club

Glacier Symphony & Chorale
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COLUMN 2 SUBTOTAL:

COLUMN 1 SUBTOTAL:

GRAND TOTAL:

Habitat for Humanity Flathead Valley

Humane Society of NW Montana

Intermountain Children’s Services

Nate Chute Foundation

North Valley Hospital Foundation

North Valley Music School

NW MT Veterans Stand Down

Project Whitefish Kids

Ravenwood Outdoor Learning Center

Samaritan House

Shepherd’s Hand Free Clinic

Sparrow’s Nest of NW Montana

Stumptown Art Studio

Tamarack Grief Resource Center

The Wave Aquatic and Fitness Center

WAG-Whitefish Animal Group

Whitefish Community Center

Whitefish Firefighters Association

Whitefish Lake Institute

Whitefish Legacy Partners

Whitefish Review

Whitefish Rotary Charitable Fund

Whitefish SD Education Foundation 

Whitefish Sports Facility Foundation

Whitefish Theatre Co.

Whitefish Veterans Support Team

$

$



406.863.1781 
P.O. Box 1060  |  Whitefish, MT 59937  
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org 

contact@whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

The Great Fish Community Challenge is 
organized by the Whitefish Community 
Foundation. The costs of the Great Fish 
Community Challenge are covered by 
the Whitefish Community Foundation 
with help from the Title Sponsor and 
Supporting Sponsors. When you give to 
your nonprofit through the Challenge 
100% of your donation is passed on to 
your designated charities.

OUR SPONSORS

T I T L E  S P O N S O R :

S U P P O R T I N G  S P O N S O R S :

Donate online at whitefishcommunityfoundation.org

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Whitefish Community 
Foundation is to enrich the quality of life in 
the Whitefish area by fostering philanthropy,  
building endowments, and helping donors and 
nonprofits benefit our community.

The Great Fish Community Challenge is orga-
nized by the Whitefish Community Foundation, 
which covers 100% of the costs with the help of 
its sponsors. 

When you give to a participating nonprofit 
through the Challenge, 100% of your donation 
is passed on to your designated charities plus a 
percentage matching grant.
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