
Organization Use of Funds

Abbie Shelter

To renovate, improve, and enrich program space for 

legal advocacy and therapeutic services, creating a 

safe, soothing, and trauma-informed environment for 

program delivery. Additional funds will be used to 

support and sustain legal advocacy and therapeutic 

services, providing life-saving, and life-changing 

programs to survivors of domestic and sexual violence. 

Backpack Assistance Program

With the funds we will provide staple foods to children in 

need during the school year.  We will also provide extra 

food for mandatory school closure days, and for school 

breaks we provide families with a variety of staples to 

sustain them through the week.  There is also a pantry 

at the middle school that is stocked every 3 weeks with 

various snacks and lunch items that kids can help 

themselves to. 

Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation

The BMWF coordinates and leads volunteer service 

projects that preserve recreational opportunities, fish, 

and wildlife in Montana's most treasured landscape - 

The Bob.  The BMWF Endowment fund at the Whitefish 

Community Foundation seeks to ensure the protection 

and care of The Bob  Complex for generations to come.

CASA for Kids

Every foster children needs an a guardian ad litem 

(GAL) to make sure their best interests are served.  Our 

funds help, train and support CASA/GAL Advocates, 

and help provide specialized training through Fostering 

Futures in order to supply additional support and skill 

building opportunities.



Center for Restorative Youth Justice

Our funds will go towards providing stipends and 

uniforms to youth engaged in apprenticeship through 

Supper Club; they will cover food costs and a portion of 

personnel.  In addition, they will fund a farm manager 

position, as well as garden supplies and equipment.

CH WF Swim Teams

Provide financial support for the Whitefish High School 

and Columbia Falls High School Swim Teams for all 

program expenses and equipment purchases.  Any 

extra funds will be used to purchase training equipment, 

team uniforms, or held in reserve for future seasons to 

ensure continuity of the program.

Child Bridge

Great Fish funds will be used to recruit and support 

foster and adoptive families for local children in need of 

out-of-home care.  Children come into foster care with 

nothing, and Child Bridge assists in meeting these 

children's immediate needs. 

DREAM Adaptive Recreation

Funds will be used to offer fully integrated, inclusive, and 

accessible recreational opportunities that provide 

powerful psychological and physical benefits for 

individuals with disabilities.  Addtitionally, they will be 

used to develop and implement an adaptive cycling 

program that takes advantage of the many accessible 

trails available in the area and at Whitefish Mountain 

Resort.



Farm Hands

Farm Hands - Nourish will provide healthy local food and 

nutritional education to our community despite ability or 

financial circumstance.  Any additional funds will be 

used to pay for the infrastructure to expand our existing 

programs.   

Flathead Area Mountain Bikers

Funds will go towards the construction of a pump track 

in Armory Park in Whitefish, featuring rollers, small 

jumps, and banked turns, enabling skilled riders to 

"pump" through the looped course.  FAMB also 

maintains Spencer Mountain Freeride Trails and pays 

annual state licensing fees that enable the public to 

recreate on the trail system. 

Flathead Cancer Aid Services

The funds will be used to pay the bills of those eligible 

cancer patients & the families of the pediatric cancer 

patients during their treatment.  Additionally, they 

will provide funding to cover supplements that are often 

needed by oncology patients to maintain overall well 

being and hasten recovery from chemotherapy 

treatments.

Flathead Land Trust

Funds will permanently conserve vital bird habitat, keep 

our scenic landscape intact, protect water quality, and 

enhance recreational opportunities for Whitefish and the 

Flathead Valley.  Additionally, they will support 

educational opportunities and long-term maintenance of 

the soon to be created West Valley Wetlands public bird 

viewing area



Flathead Rapids

Funds will be used for the Fall Recreational Soccer 

Program to offset costs and keep the program 

affordable for local families. The soccer program serves 

ages 5 to 18. Flathead Rapids anticipates an increase 

of 10% in the number of participants next year, bringing 

the numbers to over 285 players.  Program costs 

include coaching, referees, uniforms, equipment, fees, 

and fields.   

Flathead Shelter Friends

FSF will provide $250 vet care vouchers to adopters of 

senior pets adopted from the Flathead County Animal 

shelter, for use at local veterinarians' offices. 

 Additionally, we will create the "Cracker's Fund", which 

will provide medical care to recently adopted shelter 

pets who are found to have emergency medical needs 

shortly after adoption.

Flathead Valley Community College Foundation

Funds will directly support Whitefish High School juniors 

and seniors seeking to jump start their college education 

through partnerships with FVCC including Running 

Start.  Scholarships will be funded to benefit Whitefish 

High School juniors and seniors needing financial 

assistance to take Running Start courses through 

FVCC.

Flathead Valley Ski Education Foundation

Funds will be used to sustain FVSEF as a Community 

Leader in Providing Vital Youth Development Activities 

and Preserving Whitefish's Unique Cultural Heritage.



Flathead Youth Homes

Funds will go towards equipping staff to develop 

supportive relationships with youth in our care, thereby 

strengthening our foundational commitment to grow 

healthy, healing relationships.  They will also support the 

Special Needs Fund, which allows a youth to receive 

financial assistance for activities and unique needs 

otherwise unmet.

Friends of the Flathead Avalanche Center

Funds will provide avalanche education materials and 

instruction for 5th - 12th-grade students, adults and a 

regional Avalanche workshop.  Purchase and installation 

of a weather station between Tunnel and Paola Creeks 

in the Middle Fork of the Flathead. 

Glacier Institute

Our goal is towards generating financial support for our 

Discovery School Program to ensure its success and 

longevity.  In addition, they support the Glacier Institute 

Vehicle Fleet Upgrade Fund.

Glacier National Park Conservancy

Funds will be used to prevent catastrophic aquatic 

invasive species (AIS) infestation within Glacier National 

Park, which sits at the top of three continental 

watersheds.  They will also be used to continue the 

sustainability efforts achieved through the 2016 Great 

Fish by installing a solar panel system at Apgar Visitor 

Center.



Glacier Nordic Club

Funds will go towards purchasing New grooming 

equipment, including a snowmobile and ginzu groomer 

with a track setter.  Additionally, they will help create a 

new trail head and cross country skiing trail to Haskill 

Basin from Lookout Ridge in partnership with Legacy 

Partners.

Glacier Symphony and Chorale

To fund 7 concert events and educational programs  in 

Whitefish during the Fall/Winter of 2017-2018, and help 

fund Festival Amadeus 2018.  To help us grow our 

educational outreach programs, "Wild About Music",  to 

insure that underserved youth  have access to world-

class classical music.

Habitat for Humanity of the Flathead

Our funds go towards assisting in our mission to 

eliminate substandard housing through constructing 

safe, affordable, energy efficient homes for deserving 

families. A secondary usage of funds is to establish a 

repairs program to serve handicapped families in need 

of of ramps and rails.

Intermountain

Dollars generated through the Great Fish Community 

Challenge will fund a special account to ensure 

Intermountain services are readily available for 

economically-disadvantaged Whitefish residents. 

 Intermountain is the only provider of its kind in the 

Flathead and will raise dollars only for the previously 

mentioned purpose.



Nate Chute Foundation

Our funds will help design and launch a comprehensive 

media, education and marketing effort to increase the 

awareness of suicide and suicide prevention resources 

in our community.  Additionally, they will go towards 

providing and supporting activities focused on youth 

suicide prevention, including suicide prevention 

education, community outreach, coordination, and 

mental health counseling assistance.

North Valley Food Bank

We will use Great Fish funds for the purchase of foods 

with an emphasis on fresh produce.  Foods are 

distributed weekly to local households.  Our proposed 

secondary use of funds is for the purchase of household 

supplies such as laundry soap and toiletries to be 

distributed to clients.  

North Valley Hospital Foundation

Our funds will go towards improving cancer screening by 

purchasing a Digital Breast Tomosynthesis unit to 

provide 3D Mammography, increase cancers 

discovered, and reduce number of call backs. 

 Additionally, they will fund the ongoing cost of a High 

Risk study of patients receiving mammography and 

general support of the Imaging Department at North 

Valley Hospital.

North Valley Music School

Funds will support various student music programs for 

all ages.  NVMS seeks funding for other specific music 

programs and projects from WCF as well as other 

foundations, however we are in constant need of 

additional operating support.     



Project Whitefish Kids

Great Fish funds will go towards the site preparation and 

construction of a new playground and pavilion area at 

the Heidi and Rollie Smith Youth Sports Complex, and 

will be used for general maintenance of the Heidi and 

Rollie Smith Youth Sports Complex.

Samaritan House

Samaritan House needs a Case Manager to assist 

homeless community members with housing and 

employment. Additional Great Fish Funds will alleviate 

the costs of operating a shelter. 

Shepherd's Hand Free Clinic

Funds raised from the Challenge will support operation 

of the free clinic, primarily helping with the purchase of 

medications and dental supplies. Any additional funds 

will be used to enhance marketing materials.

Sparrow's Nest of NW MT

The first home is now open in Whitefish, and funds 

raised will support the four high school students in 

residence. Sparrow's Nest will use additional funding will 

to renovate the Kalispell building to provide safe housing 

for 8 high school students, and launch a day center to 

provide services for additional students.



Stumptown Art Studio

Primary use of funds will be for Youth and Adult Art 

Programs including outreach services and public art 

projects. Any funds raised in excess of this goal will be 

allocated to Studio operating expenses, including 

equipment and Studio improvements and repairs.

Tamarack Grief Resource Center

Funding will support expansion of grief resources in 

western Montana, prioritizing Flathead region care, 

including school-based grief support, education and 

community workshops. Additional funds will enhance 

grief programming through program scholarships, 

expanded outreach, and additional Flathead staff. 

WAG- Whitefish Animal Group

Great Fish funds will be used for The North Field 

Project, to add drainage, irrigation, and landscaping. 

Additional funds will be used to construct a covered 

entrance to the WAG dog park to improve safety and 

meet ADA requirements.  

Whitefish Education Foundation

WEF supports literacy through the Writing Coaches 

Program, and funds raised will be used to expand the 

program from the high school to include middle school 

students. Funds will also be used to enhance STEM and 

PLTW by providing mobile creative carts for the Maker 

Space Project at Muldown and the middle school. 



Whitefish Firefighters Association

Whitefish Fire Department will use Great Fish Challenge 

dollars raised to purchase rescue equipment and 

protective gear.  

Whitefish Lake Institute

Funds earned will support “Voices of Our Lake”- a 

coffee table worthy compendium in which individuals 

define and take ownership of needed behavioral 

changes to protect our lake. WLI will also fund 

Watershed Restoration 64, a program to address 

actionable projects from WLI's Status Report Watershed 

Restoration Table that improve water quality for the 

Whitefish Community.

Whitefish Legacy Partners

The Challenge will support conservation and recreation 

efforts to develop Whitefish Trail 'Close the Loop' 

proposals with stakeholders, State and Federal 

partners, and to pursue complex funding mechanisms. 

Additional funds will support the Montana Environmental 

Policy Act through scientific analysis and public 

engagement regarding proposed easements from Swift 

Creek to Beaver Lakes on School Trust lands.

Whitefish Review

The Great Fish Challenge will support publishing costs 

of the biannual journal, including the print journal, online 

archives, and e-books. Whitefish Review also seeks 

funds to host local literary events, featuring well known 

authors alongside emerging writers from the Whitefish 

community.



Whitefish Rotary Charitable Fund

The annual Magic of Christmas Program has served 

under privileged children in the Whitefish School District 

for over 35 years. Additional funds raised will support 

local youth projects including scholarships, Whitefish 

Thunder Special Olympics Team and Whitefish School 

District Literacy Program.

Whitefish Sports Facility Foundation

Great Fish Challenge funds will be used to develop 

youth ice sports programs, and continue with 

Stumptown Ice Den facility improvement and 

modernization. Secondary uses of funds include 

bleacher heaters, and improved marketing to increase 

program participation.

Whitefish Theatre Company

Funding will help to present quality theatre and music for 

our community's enjoyment and offer an outlet for 

community members to actively participate in live 

theatre. Funds will also be used for the continuation of 

free outreach performances and reduced-price tickets 

for students, seniors, and other underserved 

populations.

Whitefish Veterans Support Team

The WVST will use funds to host a total of 12 injured 

local, state and/or nationwide veterans and their 

spouses at our 2018 winter and summer retreats. 



WWC - Whitefish Winter Carnival

Funds raised during the Challenge will be used to 

support construction of a new parade float representing 

Whitefish, and an enclosed trailer for transportation and 

storage.


