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Foundation grant helps start AIS prevention program
By HEIDI DESCH
Whitefish Pilot
The Whitefish
Community Foundation
last week awarded
a major grant to the
Whitefish Lake Institute
to help implement a comprehensive zebra and
quagga mussel prevention
program.
Representatives of both
groups met at Whitefish
City Beach Thursday
afternoon for the presentation of the Major
Community Project Grant
of $38,500. WLI’s plan
includes inspection stations for both City Beach
and Whitefish Lake State
Park, a decontamination
unit, and continued education for the public on
the dangers and prevention of invasive species
infestations.
“Through this Major
Grant, the Whitefish
Community Foundation
has demonstrated how
nimble they are in
addressing an emergent
community issue,” said
Mike Koopal, executive
director of the Whitefish
Lake Institute. “We now
have the funds necessary

to purchase a watercraft
decontamination unit
that will be used to clean
watercraft that pose a
high risk of transferring
aquatic invasive species
to Whitefish Lake.”
The decontaminator
will pressure wash a
watercraft and/or obtain
water temperatures in
interior compartments
like ballast tanks to
kill the microscopic life
stage of zebra mussels,
according to Koopal. The
decontamination unit will
be located at Whitefish
Marine and Powersports
on Highway 93.
Due to the urgent and
critical nature of this
project, this is the largest
Major Grant awarded
from the foundation,
according to Whitefish
Community Foundation
President, Linda EnghGrady.
“The invasive species
prevention program is
critical for Whitefish’s
water system,” she
said. “The Community
Foundation board of
directors recognized the
urgency in assisting

The Whitefish Community Foundation board members present a grant check to representatives of the Whitefish
Lake Institute Thursday afternoon at City Beach. (Heidi Desch/Whitefish Pilot)
Whitefish Lake Institute
to put this program into
action.”
The award is one of
13 Major Grants over
$20,000 presented by the
Whitefish Community
Foundation, bringing the
total awarded to over

$368,600 since the Major
Community Project Grant
Program began in 2010.
The Whitefish Lake
Institute, founded in 2005,
is a nonprofit that conducts scientific research,
provides educational and
outreach programming,

Commercial building approved for Wisconsin
By HEIDI DESCH
Whitefish Pilot
Whitefish City Council
has approved plans for a
commercial building to be
constructed on Wisconsin
Avenue.
Jim and Lisa Stack
plan to construct a commercial building at 615
and 625 Wisconsin Ave.
Council approved a conditional use permit that
would allow for the building to be used as either
for a professional office,
personal service, and/or
art gallery.
Lisa Stack explained
that the building is being
constructed to house
the businesses she owns
with her husband Jim.
The Stacks own Invest
Tech Research and Stack
Financial Management
and currently operate
from their home on
Whitefish Lake.
“Our sole purpose for
this building is for our

Easter service
Church of the Cross,
a Presbyterian church,
is having their Easter
worship service at 5 p.m.
on Sunday, April 16.
The church meets at the
Foursquare Church in
Whitefish at 233 Kalispell
Ave. For information,
http://www.cotcw.org/.
Egg Hunt
The Wave will hold
an Easter Egg Hunt in
its pool on Friday, April
14 at 4 p.m. Ages 3-12
are welcome. Cost is $5.
Prizes will be awarded
for each egg retrieved.
For information contact
Tiffany Gould at tiffany@
whitefishwave.com.
Hearing health
The Whitefish
Community Center is
offering a free presentation on hearing health on
Wednesday, April 19 at
noon byt the Hearing Aid
Institute of Kalispell. Call
Kathy or Kim at 862-4923
to secure a spot. There
will be refreshments and
door prizes.

own business,” she said.
“We started with two
employees and now have
16, so it’s become crowded.”
Jim Stack said the
intention is to occupy
the full building because
of the growth in their
business, but they also
wanted to allow for the
business to house other
uses in the future.
“This is the perfect
property for a business
like ours,” he said. “We
want to protect the value
of our investment by having three uses allowed for
the building.”
The property is zoned
low density multi-family
residential.
The Stacks plan to
construct a building on
the two lots that each
currently include single-family residences. The
new building is planned
to be two-story about
8,000-square-feet in size

constructed on 1.14 acres
just north of Denver
Avenue.
The plan calls for 27
parking spaces on the
site, set to the rear of the
property and along the
southern property boundary.
The building and covered parking will have a
lot coverage of 17 percent
well below the 40 percent
maximum lot coverage
permitted in the zoning.
In addition, the building is proposed to be
60-feet from the front
along Wisconsin Avenue,
which is more than double the required setback
of 25 feet. The Stacks
propose extensive landscaping on all sides of
the property and a larger
than required setback
to the north where the
property abuts Mountain
Trails Park, where
Stumptown Ice Den is
located.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Corner of 3rd & Central
301 Central
Avenue - Whitefish
 600 Pony Paks of Fabulous Annuals
862-2802
 500 4” Pots of Perennials
www.fpcwhitefish.org

 300 4” Pots of Herbs; Herb Planters
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GLACIER TWINS BASEBALL and
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SEASON KICK-OFF
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SATURDAY MORNING — APRIL 15, 2017
8 AM — 11:30 AM
THE MOOSE LODGE IN WHITEFISH
230 W 10TH STREET

$8

PANCAKES—SAUSAGE—QUICHE—COFFEE—JUICE

Lisa Stack said the
larger setbacks and landscaping are intended
to preserve Wisconsin
Avenue and create an
open view.
“We want a feeling
that our property flows
right into Mountain
Trails Park,” Stack said.
“We want this project to
support the character of
the community.”
City Councilor Richard
Hildner said he appreciated the building’s placement on the lot.
“I want to commend
the Stacks for the larger
setback — that’s great for
Wisconsin Avenue,” he
said.

and conducts a community stewardship program
for the Whitefish Lake
Watershed.
For more information about the Whitefish
Community Foundation
visit their website at
www.whitefishcommu-

nityfoundation.org or
call 406-863-1781. The
Whitefish Community
Foundation is dedicated
to fostering philanthropy,
building endowments,
and helping donors and
nonprofits benefit our
community.

News? 862-3505

Cremation and Burial Service

Your affordable local family and
veteran owned full service funeral home
serving the Flathead Valley.
PO Box 5158 • 3408 US Hwy 2 East
Kalispell, Montana 59901
Telephone: 406-755-2662
www.darlingtonfunerals.com

Muldown Elementary
Friday, April 21st

CHILD FIND

A free developmental
screening for children
ages birth to 5 yrs.
8:30am - 11:30am and 1pm - 3pm

Kindergarten
Roundup

for 2017 - 2018
School Year
7:30am - 4:00pm
in the Kindergarten area

Children must be
five years of age on or
before September 10th, 2017.
Please bring immunization records
and a birth certificate.
Any questions call

862-8620

600 East 2nd Street, Whitefish

