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Whitefish Community Foundation: ENDOWMENT CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

Eligibility Requirements and Guidelines 

The Whitefish Community Foundation (WCF) Grants Committee is instituting a new 

program in honor of the Foundation's 10th Anniversary.  The purpose is to help 

nonprofits grow their Foundation-based endowments to a level at which the proceeds 

from the endowment can actually work for the participating organization.  Growing 

local endowments has been a building block of the Foundation's original mission.  

Sustainability of those endowments is critical for the health of those local nonprofits 

that choose to join our challenge program. 

Eligibility Requirements: 

1.  Applicants must be nonprofits that are tax exempt under the provisions of Section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Code or be a  publicly-owned tax exempt organization.  Tax 

exempt status must exist at the time of application. 

2.  The nonprofit applicant must hold an endowment fund with the Foundation at the 

time of application.  If a nonprofit is establishing a new endowment with the 

Foundation, it can be opened with an initial deposit of $15,000 (not applicable to the 

challenge). 

Guidelines: 

1.  Endowment Challenge Grant Applications may be submitted at any time, but only 

once a year.  The Grants Committee will determine if the application is approved 

within one month of the submission date.  Priority will be given to organizations that 

directly benefit Whitefish.  Allotment of money will be based on priority and 

availability of funds.  

2.  For first time applicants, the nonprofit will agree to raise $10,000 for its WCF-

based endowment within two years from the date the challenge is accepted by the 

Foundation.  The money raised MUST be from new sources, not existing donations or 

interest income from the endowment. 

3.  The Foundation will grant $5,000 to the non-profit's WCF endowment when the 

fundraising goal of $10,000 is met. 

4.  A nonprofit may apply to the WCF Endowment Challenge Program a maximum of 

three separate times.  If you are granted a second challenge, the challenge will be to 

raise $20,000 with a matching grant of $5,000 and a third challenge will be $30,000 

with a matching grant of $5,000. If not approved, we encourage you to re-apply.    

 


